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Equatorial Guinea 
President Nguema Criticizes Spain, Opposition 


AB1310214195 Paris AFP in French 
2237 GMT 12 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Libreville, 12 Oct (AFP) — 
Equatorial Guinean President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
strongly criticized opposition parties and Spain, the 
country’s former colonial power, in a radio address 
monitored in Libreville today, to mark the country’s 
independence anniversary. 


President Teodoro Obiang Nguema warned the clergy 
against any interference in political affairs, and crit- 
icized “businessmen who finance the opposition." He 
then denounced the opposition political parties "which 
do not want to serve the interests of the people but rather 
foreign interests," before criticizing Spain, accusing it 
of interfering in the country’s internal affairs, and of 
blocking international aid for Equatorial Guinea.” "The 
democratic process is irreversible," he added, "but it 
must come from Equatorial Guineans themselves and 
not from outside." 


The relations between Equatorial Guinea, which became 
independent in 1968, and its former colonial power 
have been going through a new period of tension since 
the multiparty municipal elections on 17 September. 
President Obiang has accused Spain of supporting the 
Opposition, and of publishing falsified results. 

During the French-Spanish summit in the Spanish cap- 
ital on 9-10 October, Spanish Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Javier Solana said that Madrid and Paris "positively 
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judged the development of the electoral campaign for 
the recent municipal elections," but were "disappointed 
in the way the Equatorial Guinean Government orga- 
nized the counting of the votes, and the publication of 
the results." 


Opposition: Activists Intimidated During Polls 


AB1310192295 Paris AFP in French 
2243 GMT 12 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Libreville, 12 Oct (AFP) — 
Representatives of Equatorial Guinean political parties 
at voting centers for the 17 September municipal 
elections are being subjected to threats and arbitrary 
arrests, the opposition Union for Democracy and Social 
Development [UDDS] said today. In a communique, the 
Libreville-based UDDS announced that more than 10 of 
its representatives have been forced to flee to Cameroon 
and Gabon. 


The opposition party "asks the international community, 
notably donor countries and the European Union, to iso- 
late the Malabo regime economically and politically as 
long as President Obiang Nguema and his government 
do not hand over power to the people." 


Indeed, the opposition claims to have won 21 of the 
27 municipalities in the country while, according to 
the official results, it obtained only eight. The UDDS 
has demanded the publication “of the real results of 
the municipal elections," and recalls that the official 
results differ from the indications given in the reports 
of international observers. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and — 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Somalia 


Four Killed in Ambush of Pro-Atto Official 


EA1410134295 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] A spokesman for the USC- 
SNA [United Somali Congress - Somali National Al- 
liance) has said that lawyer H. isan Dhimbil Warsameh, 
the vice chairman of the USC-SNA reconciliation and 
pacification committee survived an ambush laid for him 
by the self-appointed group. 


The incident took place yesterday 12 October at 1600 
GMT near Afgooye dams, 30 kilometers west of Mo- 
gadishu, where Dhimbil came under attack from four 
battle wagons under the command of Hassan Mohamed 
Nur, alias Qalad. In the ambush four of Dhimbil’s body- 
guards were killed and five wounded. [passage omitted] 


The spokesman concluded by praying to God to send 
the departed men to eternal paradise and to give their 
families strength and faith to be able to bear the loss. 
From God we came, to God we shall return. 


Atto Congratulates New Somali Congress Head 


EA1410141395 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Mr. Osman Hassan Ali Ato, the 
chairman of the USC-SNA [United Somali Congress - 
Somali National Alliance], speaking on behalf of the 
Organization’s vice-chairmen, executive and standing 
committees and supporters and on his own behalf has 
congratulated Lawyer Abdullei Ma’ alin on his election 
today as chairman of the USC at the just-concluded 
congress of the organization which was held in Haryale 
neighborhood, Mogadishu. 


Mr. Atto wished lawyer Abdullei Ma’alin and members 
of the USC executive and central committees success 
in their duty of serving society. Mr. Ato expressed the 
hope that the officials would endeavor to unite peace- 
lovers and to lead society along the right path. 


Aidid Group Said Killing Civilians in Baidoa 


EA1I510153795 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) A spokesman for the USC-SNA 
(United Somali Congress-Somalia National Alliance] 
said today that on 10 and 12 October, the self-appointed 
group — the government appointed by Mohamed Farah 
Aidid — carried out massacres against residents of 
Baidoa, Qansadheere District, (Awdhiinle), and (Fajale) 
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in Bay Region. The spokesman said that much of the 
loss of life and destruction of property was in Baidoa, 
where civilians — mainly women and children — were 
brutally killed by the technicals of the self-appointed 
group, and had their possessions looted. Survivors of 
the massacres are now streaming into Mogadishu. 


The USC-SNA spokesman said that the self-appointed 
group will not be allowed to commit such massacres. 
The spokesman appealed to Islamic countries, relief 
agencies, and the international community to send 
emergency aid to the massacre victims. 


Nine Killed in Fighting; Food Prices Increase 


ABI510154195 Paris AFP in English 
0136 GMT 15 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 15 Oct (AFP) — 
At least nine people have been killed and 20 others 
wounded in recent heavy fighting in the southwestern 
Somali town of Baidoa, reports reaching here said Sat- 
urday [14 October]. The accounts said those wounded in 
the fighting between militiamen loyal to warlord Gen- 
eral Mohamed Farah Aidid and fighters of Rehanwein 
Clan living around Baidoa were were mainly civilians. 


A Rehanwein spokesman said here on Saturday that 
Aidid had rushed extra militiamen and ammunition to 
the battle zone to strengthen his hold on the town, which 
he captured 17 September after commanding a column 
of 600 men that stormed it. 


The reports of fighting follow renewed tensions in the 
Somali capital Mogadishu and the continued surge food 
prices resulting from the recent closure of Mogadishu 
port. Activities at the port stopped three days ago 
after banana exporting ships were fired on by faction 
militiamen opposed to General Aidid in order to stop 
them entering or leaving the port with their cargo. 
Factions opposed to Aidid charge that the general has 
been taxing exported banana cargo to finance operations 
of his “illegal government." But in retaliation, the 
banana exporting companies have also organised a 
systematic closure of all Mogadishu port operations, 
through which most food and other commodity imports 
enter the country. 


Prices for basic food necessitizs such as rice, cooking 
oil, flour, maize and millet went up on Saturday by 
17 percent, while fuel costs rocketted by 20 percent in 
Mogadishu’s main markets. Terrified food store owners 
have either closed up shop or curtailed the amount of 
food sold daily. The markets for clothes and cosmetics 
have also been severely shaken by the new development. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is pronibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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On Saturday, Aidid’s main rival, self-styled interim other commodities," Ali Mahdi told journalists here, 
president Ali Mahdi Mohamed, denied that he and his appealing at the same time to merchants not to take 
ally, Osman Hassan Ali "Atto," had been responsible for § advantage of the poor. Meanwhile, the city remained 
the current shortages and spiralling food prices. "We tense, with many people expressing fears of a fresh 
only stopped the banana ships and not ships carrying outbreak of civil strife. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Causes for ‘Deteriorating’ U.S. Relations Cited 


MS1610090595 London THE TIMES in English 
12 Oct 95 p15 


[Report by R.W. Johnson: "South Africa’s Clumsy 
Diplomacy Strains Relations With America”) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] When Nelson Mandela was re- 
leased from prison and began his career as a statesman, 
he concentrated on building a cordial relationship with 
the United States. He had a ticker-tape parade in New 
York, and was welcomed to the White House; Al Gore, 
the Vice-President, attended his presidential inaugura- 
tion and Washington extended generous aid to South 
Africa. However, there are signs that this crucial rela- 
tionship is deteriorating fast. 

Things started to go wrong when, as a result of South 
African pirating of American trademarks during the 
years of economic isolation, Washington placed South 
Africa on a trade watch list. That this happened almost 
automatically because South Africa had, for example, 
allowed two fast-food companies to use the McDonald’s 
trademark illicitly, was lost on Franklin Sonn, the 
Ambassador to the United States, who railed against 
"American imperialism", and won no friends in Newt 
Gingrich’s Washington. 


Next came the decision by R. F. "Pik" Botha, the 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister, to offer Iran oil 
storage facilities in South Africa despite the American 
ban on such deals. Mr Botha a previous envoy to 
the United Nations, should have known how little 
Washington appreciates its Middle East policy being 
destabilised, but he appears to have signed the deal 
without any thought about its repercussions. 


Last weekend, South Africa hosted a conference of 
solidarity with Cuba in protest against the American 
trade blockade, and assembled delegations from ten 
surrounding states in a virtual fete of anti-Americanism. 
This was organised by the South African Communist 
Party and attended by many ministers and leading ANC 
personalities such as Tokyo Sexwale, the Prime Minister 
of Gauteng province. 


Mr Sexwale announced the twinning of Gauteng, which 
includes Johannesburg and Pretoria, with Havana 
province and declared that if Cuba were to go down, 
that would be the end of South Africa. Washington 
can hardly afford to ignore such talk, given that Mr 
Sexwale is seen as one of the main contenders to 
succeed President Mandela. 


On top of this comes the dispute over an American court 
case about the massive violations of Washington's arms 
export controls by South Africa during the 1980s. Mr 
Sonn has accused America of trying to "put Mandela 
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in the dock" and has demanded that President Clinton 
should unconstitutionally intervene to quash the charges. 
The envoy has also issued threats such as calling a 
meeting of all African ambassadors over the "crisis" in 
relations between America and South Africa and, worst 
of all, has threatened to take his case to black America, 
Suggesting that he might join next week’s march on 
Washington by Louis Farrakhan’s Nation of Islam. 


The ambassador, who probably reached his appropriate 
level as head of a Cape Town technical college, seems 
to have no inkling of what rage is invoked in the United 
States by playing the racial card and that anyone who 
even threatens to consort with the likes of Mr Farrakhan 
is tainted for ever. 


Part of the problem is that Alfred Nzo, the Foreign 
Minister, is widely regarded as not being up to his 
job. Thabo Mbeki, the First Deputy President who had 
been the ANC’s foreign minister in exile, is believed 
to have agreed to Mr Nzo’s appointment only because 
it had allowed him to continue to pull the strings 
through Aziz Pahad, the Deputy Foreign Minister. The 
resulting weakness of leadership has left inexperienced 
ambassadors such as Mr Sonn without much guidance. 


The real fear is that Washington might react to the 
downward drift in relations with South Africa by being 
reluctant to provide badly needed investment. 


Deputy President Mbeki in France, Seeks Aid 


Praises Support During Apartheid 


AU1110143095 Paris AFP in English 
0124 GMT 11 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Paris, Oct 10 (AFP) — French 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe called Tuesday [10 October] 
for a wide-ranging partnership between France and 
South Africa, when he spoke at a banquet for visiting 
South African Vice-president Thabo Mbeki. 


Calling South Africa "an element of stability not only 
for southern Africa but the whole of the African 
continent,” Juppe said Paris and Pretoria could cooperate 
particularly in the field of "preventive diplomacy.” He 
said France was prepared to support "resolutely" South 
Africa’s Reconstruction and Development Programme 
to reduce the economic and social inequalities between 
races inherited from the old white minority government. 
Juppe noted that the situation of French industries in 
South Africa and economic exchanges between the 
two countries had made remarkable but still modest 


progress. 
Mbeki paid tribute to France for helping to bring 
black majority rule to South Africa, but he implied 
disappointment at the level of French promises of aid. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Signs Financial Protocol 


BR1210161095 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
12 Oct 95 p3 


(Unattributed report: "Pretoria Looking for Invest- 
ments”) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Paris yesterday [11 Oc- 
tober] South African Vice President Thabo Mbeki 
signed a financial protocol worth a total of 150 million 
French francs with Economy and Finance Minister Jean 
Arthuis. The protocol, according to French sources, will 
provide for the modernization of telephone exchanges 
in South Africa as well for as the installation of water 
treatment systems. [passage omitted] 


The major objective of Mr. Mbeki’s visit to France is 
to make his country more attractive to French investors. 


Protection for livestments 


To this end the South African vice president and the 
French finance minister also signed a protection agree- 
ment covering South African investments in France and 
French investments in South Africa. 


The signing of these two agreements took place in the 
presence of a certain number of heads of French compa- 
nies interested in the South African market — namely, 
Alcatel, Bouygues, EDF, Pechiney, Spie-Batignolles, 
Lyonnaise des Eaux, and the Societe Generale bank. 
[passage omitted] 


‘Disappointed’ With Allocated Aid 


BR1310155595 Paris LE MONDE in French 
13 Oct 95 p4 


(Unattributed report: "South Africa Wishes To Attract 
French Investments" } 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] South African Vice President 
Thabo Mbeki completed a three day official visit to Paris 
on Thursday, 12 October, during which he stressed that 
his main concern is to promote French investment in his 


country. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Mbeki said he was disappointed by France’s mod- 
est development aid for his country, which has a special 
need for it in order to reduce inequalities between the 
black majority and the whit. minority. The Caisse Fran- 
caise de Developpement [French Development Fund] 
will only invest some 100 million French francs (Fr) in 
1995 compared with Fr230 million in 1994. 


Jacques Chirac told Mr. Mbeki that "France would be 
in the front rank of the strengthening of links between 
the EU and South Africa” and especially those between 
Paris and Pretoria. 
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Closer to Francophones 


The South Africans are also counting on France to help 
them establish closer contacts with francophone Africa 
which, for them, is still a foreign world. In this context, 
‘Prime Minister] Alain Juppe, underlining that "France 
was faithful to its African vocation,” suggested "a 
political partnership between France and South Africa.” | 
[passage omitted] 


UNITA Leader Arrives for 2-Day Official Visit 


Guarantees War Over 


MB1310141395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1322 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Oct 13 SAPA — 
Angolan opposition leader Dr Jonas Savimbi on Friday 
[13 October) said the war in his country was over — 
“and that is a guarantee”. 


"We are not going back to the bush,” he told reporters 
after meeting Deputy President Thabo Mbeki at his 
Official Pretoria residence. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Aziz Pahad also attended the talks. Mbeki said Savimbi 
had given them "a very inspiring" report on the peace 
process in Angola. 


The UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader would meet President Nelson 
Mandela on Saturday before leaving for Zambia, Mbeki 
said. He said UNITA and the Angolan government were 
Clearly committed to putting the Lusaka peace agree- 
ment into practice. The international community also 
had confidence in the peace process. An example was 
the donor corference in Brussels, Belgium where the 
wealthy countries of the world had made significant 
pledges to assist reconstruction in Angola, Mbeki said. 


Savimbi said he was touring African countries to ask for 
their continued moral support for the peace process. He 
was also seeking South Africa’s backing for UNITA’s 
effort to bring about national reconciliation in Angola. 
"For UNITA the war in Angola is completely over, and 
that is a guarantee," Savimbi said. 


Meets With Deputy President Mbeki 


MB1310170695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
says the government is in contact with the Angolan Gov- 
ernment in an attcmpt to bring Executive Outcomes em- 
ployees back to South Africa. Mr. Mbeki was addressing 
the media after meeting UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi in 
Pretoria. He said it was now a well-established policy 


pep cal rohted it Copii wl Salento eccminatl 
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that the South African Government was opposed to mer- 
cenary activity in Angola. 


Dr. Savimbi denied a claim by Executive Outcomes 
that its employees were only involved in the integration 
process of bringing the two armies in Angola together. 
He said this mandate had been given to the United 
Nations. 


Referring to the concern of South African relatives 
over merceuaries who disappeared during the conflict in 
Angola, Dr. Savimbi gave the assurance that the search 
for them was continuing, and that the South African 
Government would be informed of developments. 


Seeks To Learn From Mandela 


MB1410142395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1123 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Oct 14 SAPA — 
Angolan opposition leader and UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola) president Dr 
Jonas Savimbi on Saturday [14 October] said he wished 
to benefit from President Nelson Mandela’s experience 
in solving problems in South Africa. 


"We want his moral and political support, moreover 
when we know he has experience with solving problems 
here,” Savimbi said in Pretoria. He and Mandela briefly 
s)oke to reporters at Mandela's official residence before 
starting their talks. 

Mandela said they would not have detailed discussions. 
Such discussions had been dealt with in a meeting 
between Savimbi and Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
on Friday. 

"I will be sitting with him merely to entertain him," 
Mandela said. 

Savimbi said the purpose of his two-day visit to South 
Africa was to brief the government on progress in 
implementing the Lusaka accord aimed at restoring 
peace in Angola. "I am satisfied to say that we have 
made a lot of progress,” Savimbi said. 


Mbeki on Friday said Savimbi had given him "a very 
inspiring report” on the peace process in Angola. 
The UNITA leader earlier this week confirmed he would 
return to the Angolan capital Luanda in January when 
a government of national unity would be set up. 


UNITA three years ago resumed its bush war after 
failing to win the general election in Angola. 


Savimbi is leaving for Zambia later in the day to con- 
tinue his tour of Aifrican countries to inform govern- 
ments on developments in Angola. 
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Executive Outcomes: UNITA Training for War 


MB1310200995 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 13 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola) leader Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi arrived in South Africa today as part of his 
African tour to drum up support for the peace process in 
Angola. After talks with Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
in Pretoria, he again raised the matter of South Africans 
who are training Angolan soidiers. 


{Begin recording] [passage omitted) [SABC correspon- 
dent Coetzee Zictsman] On several occasions Dr. Sav- 
imbi has singled out the South African company Execu- 
tive Outcomes as a stumbling block in the peace process. 
It is the company responsible for training Angolan Gov- 
ernment soldiers. Their office is barely a stone’s throw 
from the Union Buildings, and we visited them today. 
It says its contract was negotiated more than two years 
ago with the Angolan Government. There are those who 
believe that its involvement in Angola contributed di- 
rectly to the military losses suffered by UNITA during 
the last two years’ fighting. 


[Executive Outco nes manager Eben Barlow in English] 
Currently our contract is with the Angolan Government, 
and not with Dr. Savimbi. 


[Zietsman}] Executive Outcomes showed Television 
News documents today that clearly indicate that its 
original contract also provided for the training and 
integration of UNITA soldiers. UNITA effectively can- 
celed that clause when, after the elections in Angola, it 
resumed the war. Executive Outcomes also claim they 
are not the only South Africans in Angola. 


[Barlow, in English) We know that there are South 
Africans up in the northern parts of Angola that are 
assisting with training, and that are helping UNITA 
prepare themselves to go back to battle again. 


(Zietsman] If that is true, South Africa’s involvement 
in Angola could become another big problem. [end 
recording) 


ANC Assesses Government of Naticaal Unity 


MB1310181095 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 13 Oct 95 pp 12-13 


[Report by Amrit Manga] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A critical assessment of the 
Government of National Upicy [GNU] since May 1994 
has been underway within the ANC for a few months 
now. 


pete : Tohted aI Coovine and disseminatt 
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The results point to serious concerns within the ANC 
about its own weaknesses, but also takes stock of the 
organisation’s strengths. At the same time its assessment 
does not spare other partners in the GNU from hard- 
hitting critici 


The assessment asks probing questions bout the rea- 
sons for the high crime rate, the National Party’s [NP] 
strategy and the challenges that all of this poses for the 
ANC. 


A significant pest of the assessment, contained in a 
discussion document, examines the degree with which 
the ANC-led GNU has succeeded in democratising key 
"centres of power” in the country. And despite strong 
speculation recently that President Nelson Mandela was 
contemplating reshuffling his cabinet, there is nothing 
in the document which points to a possible shake-up 
in government. Instead, the assessment describes the 
performance by miristers as “exceptional”. 

A summary of the assessment, while still in the dis- 
cussion stage, has already been debated in the ANC’s 
national executive committee (NEC). The assessment 
has also been sent down into the organisation’s regions 
and branches for further debate. 


NEW NATION has acquired a copy of the discussion 
document containing the assessment, which points to 
a number of revealing interpretations of events in the 
country. 


It locates the assessment of the GNU against the 
backdrop of “the situation inherited after the elections, 
and the near miraculous transition without massive 
violence and dislocation.” 


"On a broader scale,” the discussion document says, 
“the ravages of apartheid (stare) us starkly in the face: 
massive unemployment, homelessness, poverty and a 
structural crisis of the economy.” 


While the NP tends to argue that this legacy is irrelevant 
to the performance oi government, the ANC believes 
the exact opposite is true. In its discussion paper, the 
ANC goes a step further and poses a revealing question 
by asking what role criminals, recruited into the security 
forces to fight the liberation movements during the days 
of struggle, <-ere playing in the current crime wave. 


With the transformation from apartheid brought about 
through constitutional means, Parliament and the execu- 
tive occupy a central focus in the assessment. The ANC 
is satisfied that it has made “much headway” in develop- 
ing a culture of openness in the workings of Parliament. 
This is evident from the work of the portfolio commit- 
tees established in Parliament. 
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Cabinet ministers and senior public officials have been 
hauled before these committees where th y have been 
called on to explain almost anything from reasons for 
secret spending to justification for policy changes. Pub- 
lic participation through these committees in policy f~.- 
mulation and legislative changes have been significantly 
enhanced. 


But in spite of the progress towards openness, “there are 
central issues that are undermining the legitimacy and 
effectiveness of the legislatures,” the discussion docu- 
ment says. It complains that the legislative programme 
is ad hoc and there is not enough for Parliament to show 
in terms of actual work done. 


The discussion paper also concedes that the parliamen- 
tary programme is “disorganised” a: asks: "Do we 
have a set of priorities and a clear idea of what we 
want to achieve in a given time frame"? 1 also poses 
the nagging question relating to the practical difficulty 
of preserving the elaborate consultative process while 
at the same time ensuring that that does not slow down 
the urgent task of developing a legislative framework 
for transformation. 


While there is recognition of the openness in parliament, 
the ANC nevertheless remains concerned that there are 
perceptions that the organisation has not effectively used 
the institution as a “tribune of the peple”. It adds 
that other parties seem to be using p«liament more 
creatively to delay transformation. 


Although the ANC does not offer examples of how this 
is being achieved, there has been concern at the manner 
in which the NP and Freedom Front recently used Par- 
liament and the courts to delay progress in processing 
important legislation necessary for the transformation of 
education. 

The ANC’s assessment of the Cabinet is not vastly dif- 
ferent. While recognising that ‘there have been excep- 
tional performances by ministers and MECs [members 
of the Executive Council]", the ANC says their work 
lacks strategic coherence. This suggests that a cabinet 
reshuffle, motivated by concerns that certain ministries 
were performing unsatisfactorily, is uniikely. If changes 
are brought about, these are likely io focus on achieving 
Strategic coherence within the cabinet. And the recent 
establishment of a cabinet committee to manage eco- 
nomic change could be the first step in this direction. 


Any major restructuring, if needed, will be implemented 
to increase co-ordination among all ministries rather 
than change the ministers themselves. It also “needs a 
Clear idea about the role of the RDP [Reconstruction 
and Development Program] Office: the balance between 
planning, monitoring and implementation, and how it 
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relates to other ministries in a mutually supportive way”, 
the ANC discussion paper says. 

The ANC is also critical of the effectiveness with which 
provincial adminisirations have worked with central 
government. 


"One of the major weaknesses of the current period 
is the perception of disjuncture between national and 
provincial governments,” the ANC’s assessment says. 
Lack of capacity in the provinces to ensure smooth 
governauce and adequate delivery is listed as another 
weakness by the discussion document. 
Constitutional limitations are also cited as potentially 
dangerous to the extent that they can paralyse gover- 
nance. But the ANC believes that its proposal on co- 
Operative governance, which it hopes will be included in 
the final constitution, will alleviate the problem associ- 
tral and provincial governments. In terms of the ANC 
proposal, provincial governments will, through a coun- 
cil of provinces, play a much more meaningful role in 
government. 
For now, the ANC’s discussion document says “it is 
‘al to sination | ional 
and provincial governments” especially in regions where 
the ANC holds the majority. 
The ANC <ocument also says there is some doubt 
about the extent to which the new government can 
claim the loyalty of the security forces and the civil 
service. Reflecting on the civil service, the document 
says progress iu building a loyal and coumnitted public 
service remains a “drop in the ocean”. 
As for the security forces, the “South African Police 
Union (Sapu) strike; difficulties in obtaining information 
from intelligence structures, mindset problems in the 
SANDF [South African National Defense Force]” casts 
doubt on the extent to which the loyalty of these 
institutions have been won over", the discussion paper 
says. 


It acknowledges that while some advances in the army, 
police, and civil service have been achieved, 
largely because of the sunset clauses in the interim 
constitution, signs of reargaard resistance are beginning 
to show. This could offer the NP and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP) the opportunity to mobilise these 
institutions behind them. 


Another factor against efforts to secure the 
loyalty of the security forces is the legacy inherited from 
NP rule. The discussion document points out that the 
“NP has concentrated its security forces on suppressing 
the liberation mow~ent and neglected ordinary crime”. 
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In instances where police were used to fight crime, their 
efforts were focused mainly on white areas. It adds 
that the security forces were “scanualously exploited 
and lacked motivation". They were forced to work long 


One of the recommendations listed for consideration 
by the ANC in the document suggests that there is a 
need to seriously examine programmes to ‘wild highly 
professional, mobile and loyal units that will defend the 
democratic order in the event of crises. 

At the same time, it recommends that the ANC and the 
mass democratic movement (MDM) in general should 
assume the responsibility of mobilising black youth 
for regular SANDF and SAPS [South African Police 
Service] intakes. 

Without securing the loyalty of the security forces, the 
democratic order will increasingly come under threat 
from rising levels of crime, lawlessness and anarchy. 
[Words indistinct) the discussion document says that 
political tensions in KwaZulu-Natal, the threats by the 
South African Public Service and Health Workers’ 
Union (Sapshwu), Sapu and proiests in the formerly 
coloured areas demonstrate thai the IFP and NP have 
the capacity to “mobilise (openly and surreptitiously) 
against change”. 

It says that the character of some of the acts of 
lawlessness suggests that it is nothing iess than “counter- 
revolutionary mobilisation”. A leadership vacuum in the 
MDM was also being exploited by opportunists, the 
document says as it warns against the middle strata 
mobilising to unseat government. The discussion paper 
Says it must be noted that many of the forces involved in 
counter-revolutionary activity are from the middle strata 
of society. When examined against the fact that some of 
the most destabilising strikes have occurred in sectors 
dominated by nurses, police and studeats, this certainly 
makes sense. 

One of the most disturbing points the assessment 
raises is the possibility of international involvea.cnt in 
the detabilisation of the country. It says the question 
whether some of the problems are being orchest:ated 
with the invoivement of “international anti-democracy 
forces” can no longer be ignored. 

Exploring another dimension to the crime problem, the 
discussion paper says: “What needs serious examination 
is the fact that many criminals were, during the years of 
struggle, recruited by security forces to work against 
the liberation movement. What has hazpeaed to this 
network and to what extent are some of them involved 
in the current wave of crime as part of a deliberate 
strategy of destabilisation?” the ANC’s paper asks. 


[is prohibited without permission of 
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Elsewhere in the discussion document, the ANC says 
the NP still tries to use “whatever capacity it has to 
stall the transformation process and the deracialisation 
of South African society”. 


If correct, the ANC’s observations take on worrying 
implications, especially when examined against the 
organisation’s belief tha’ the NP hopes to return to 
power in 1999. 

In its discussion document, the ANC says that “the 
leadership of the NP continues to entertain the notion 
that it will be returned as the majority party or much 
bigger minority in the next *-~cra! election. 


"To achieve this, it desr: ate | eks to cling to its 


While the NP makes no secret about its Gesire to win 
the next election and significantly increase its support 
base during the November local government elections, 
it is the tactics the ANC believes it will employ thut 
generates concern. 

According to the ANC’s analysis, the NP, “in con- 
junction with its surreptitious destabilisation strategy ... 
seeks to portray the ANC as incapable of governing: 
of dealing with crime; improving socio-economic con- 
ditions of the poor; attracting investments and giving 
leadership to economic revival”. 

More disturbing is a suggestion that the “NP uses 
networks built within and outside the country during 
years of apartheid rule for the counter-insurgency ‘total 
strategy’ to achieve this objective”. 

There is ample evidence, especially with the local 
government election campaign gaining momentum, to 
support part of the ANC’s observations. NP leaders 
in the past few days have done exactly as the ANC 
document suggests and blamed President Mandela and 
his party for the high levels of crime and lack of delivery 
on housing, health and education. 

In anticipation of suggestions that it too must accept 
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At the same time the ANC recognises that it needs to 
address some of the organisational weaknesses in its 
structures if it hopes to respond to hostile agendas and 
deepen democratic transformation. 

“The ANC should strengthen unity of the leadership and 
the organisation as a whole around the common strategy 
and tactics adopted at the last national conference, and 
around a strategic vision of what we sock to achieve on 
a step-by-step basis.” This, the ANC says, is the best 
antidote to any temptation io divide the organisation. 
The threat of factions developing within the organisa- 
tion, however, is not as great a danger as that posed 
by the possible degeneration of the ANC into an or- 
ganisation with "no tradition, no cadres grounded in its 
history and pclicy, no systematic education of its mem- 
bers”. Political education will therefore have to remain 
central to its programme of action, the document says. 
In addition it will have to win over whites and any sec- 
tions of the coloured and Indian communities that have 
been led into identifying with its political adversaries. 
On the international front, the ANC says it will have 
to expund and consolidate the global support base for 
the organisation in particular, and more broadly for the 
transformation process. 


Government Pledges Basic Services for All 


MB1310182195 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Oct 95 p2 


[Report by Jovial Rantao] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Government will have to spend 
R61-billion [rands}) over the next 10 years as part of 
its strategy to provide basic services to every South 
African, and to redress the backlog of service provision 
in rural urban areas. 


This annowcemeat was made by Minister Without 
Portfolio Jay Naidoo and his team in Pretoria yesterday. 
The pian is part of the Government 25-year strategic 
plan to create sustainable urban and rural centres. 


mented within the social, fiscal and financial constraints 
of South A‘rica. 

Dr Chippy Oliver, director of urban development in 
Naidoo’s ministry, said sources for the R61-billion 


would be government grants, and loans from organisa- 
tions such 2s the Development Bank of Southern Africa. 


Risk and management responsibility would be shared 
by the governmest and the private sector. 
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Oliver said the Government’s strategies to provide ser- 
vices would be linked to job creation and affordability 
at national, local government ard household levels. 


"Within 10 years it will be possible for this country to 
give everyone basic services compatible with interna- 
tional standards,” he said. 


At least 55% of the urban population would have 
services such as tarred roads, waterborne sewerage, 
street lights and full electricity connections. 


About 20% of the population would qualify for °:ter- 
mediate services, and 25% for basic services. 


He said rural areas in South Africa had a backlog of 
providing 2.6 million houses, 16,170 schools (29,556 
Classrooms) and about 700 clinics. 


A total of 3.5-million households were without electric- 
ity and 3.9-million without sanitation. 

Naidoo said the strategies would guide public and 
private investment in addressing past distortions. 

They would define new economic growth and a devel- 


opment path for the achievement of a better life for all, 
he added. 


"Urban areas are the productive heart of the economy, 
and projections show that an estimated 75% of the 
country’s population will be living in urban areas within 
the next 25 years," Naidoo said. 

"To manage such a large-scale and rapid urbanisation 
will require major public investment in municipal in- 
frastructure, security and local economic development 
to ensure our cities are internationally competitive," 
Naidoo said. 

An integrated land reform programme in target areas 
could boost job creation and income levels, market 
development, small-scale agricultural development and 
infrastructure. 


The plan was a positive strategy to ensure economic 
growth by investing in the poorest areas of the country, 
Naidoo added. 

The strategies represented an integrated action plan 
to meet the objectives of the RDP, and involved 


central government, provincial departments and local 
authorities, he said. 


Central to the plan was rebuilding township:, creating 
more jobs, and establishing housing and urban amenities 
through integrated development planning. 

Olver said the urban strategy would be implemented in 
three phases. 
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The first phase was the stabilisation phase, which 
the Masakhane [mutual construction] campaign had 
addressed. 


The second phase would aim to consolidate planning, 
housing, infrastructure, economic development, social 
policies and related programmes. 


The third phase would be managing urban growth and 
development. 


Date Set for Local Elections in KwaZulu/Natal 


MB1310174795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1711 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERMARITZBURG Oct 
13 SAPA — March 27 had been set as the official 
date for local government elections in KwaZulu-Natal, 
local government and housing MEC [member of the 
Executive Council] Peter Miller said on Friday [13 
October]. 


The date was accepted by Provincial Affairs and Con- 
siitutional Development Minister Roelf Meyer and his 
deputy, Valli Moosa. Meyer and Moosa and election 
task group chairman Dr Frederick van Zyl Slabbert met 
Miller in Pietermaritzburg on Friday morning. 

At a media briefing on Friday afternoon, Miller said 
elections would be held provided three conditions were 
met. Firstly, the Electoral Court would have to give 
its recommendations on outstanding demarcation issues 
by mid-November. Miller said on Thursday disputes 
over boundaries for transitional local councils and the 
transitional metropolitan council would be referred to 
the Electoral Court next week. Secondly, it was essential 
the rural local government model proposed by the 
KwaZulu-Natal administration was accepted. Thirdly, 
the provincial committee on local government should 
show total commitment in the months ahead. 

Miller said these provincial committees had been given 
additional powers by amendments to the Transition 
Act, enabling them to "simply destroy any chance of 
having elections on the 27th of March". He said he 
had proposed to Meyer that voter registration be re- 
opened during November to try and boost registration 
percentages, particularly in rural areas. 


KwaZulu-Natal would devise its own election regu- 
lations to suit its particular needs, Miller said. The 
province had been promised R75 million [rands)} for 
the elections, but it needed R132 million to conduct a 
credible poll. 


Miller warned that Thursday’s approval of the Tran- 
sition Act Second Amendment Bill would have seri- 
ous repercussions in KwaZulu- Natal and legal advice 
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would be sought on the matter. The reaction of Meyer 
and Moosa to the province’s problems was disappoint- 
ing, he said. The Democratic Party [DP] in KwaZulu/ 
Natal welcomed the announcement of the date, saying 
the postponement would facilitate a decent, orderly poil. 
"The DP calls on the KwaZulu/Natal government to pro- 
ceed with urgency and put the extra time to good use," 
it said in a statement. "If that is done our province can 
hold an election which would be the envy of all the 
other provinces which are now in free-fall to make 1 
November." The DP welcomed Miller’s proposal that 
voter registration be re-opened for the month of Novem- 
ber. 


KwaZulu/Natal ANC Leader Interviewed 


MB1310181195 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 13 Oct 95 p 11 


{Interview with KwaZulwNatal ANC leader Jacob 
Zuma by Paddy Harper; place and date not given] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] What is the cause of the 
present crisis facing the KwaZulu-Natal provincial 
legislature? 

It is important to note that the situation began to worsen 
after the emergence of the 20-point plan drawn up by the 
IFP (Inkatha Freedom Party] (in May this year) stating 
their demands for a provincial constitution. This led to a 
downswing with regard to the perfo?mance of the IFP. 
The fact that the 20-point plan did not come from the 
IFP in the province but from the contingent of the IFP 
in the National Assembly and was actually opposed by 
IFP people in the province who were then taken to task 
by the IFP president Mangosuthu Buthelezi later, was an 
early indication of the problem. After that, in my address 
to the ANC provincial general council (in June), I said 
we must be prepared to accept the fact that peoole are 
saying IFP is failing to govern and that the staging of 
fresh provincial elections may be the only democratic 
and peaceful way of dealing with the situation. 


The IFP at the time reacted quite excitedly and said they 
were going to call for an election by passing a vote of 
no confidence in the provincial government. From then 
on, however, their performance began to fluctuate and 
at the same time it became an open secret that they had 
a problem of passing through a provincial constitution 
and they needed two-thirds majority support. Before the 
last session of the legislature, the IFP said it would call 
for fresh elections and propose a vote of no confidence 
in the provincial government. All the parties in the 
provincial legislature accepted this, but on the eve of 
the event they said it would no longer be so. 


This move was apparently taken to allow for the 
introduction of their green document (on their own 
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Constitutional proposals) as a private member’s motion. 
This was despite an agreement that the matter was to 
be debated the following day. 


The IFP violated the rules of parliament when they 
forced members to debate the issue and there was no 
way that we and other parties would participate in a 
vote which violated the rules. This resulted in a walk 
out. 


The second problem we had to deal with was the at- 
tempt by IFP to weigh its votes in the constitutional 
committee in its favour. But finally, after much debate, 
we were able to reach some agreement on the constitu- 
tional committee. On the question of the Bills concern- 
ing remuneration of His Majesty the King (Goodwill 
Zwelithini) and amakhosi [traditional leaders], we ar- 
gued that the two Bills were sub-judice because of our 
pending court action opposing the Bill. They insisted, 
but even the Speaker could not give a clear judgment on 
this matter — and we refused to participate in a debate 
which was again violating the rules of parliament and 
walked out. 


On a legislative level, with two walk-outs having 
taken place in two weeks, what happens next? 


The legislature is presently adjourned until the next 
Sitting (in November) and an order paper which we will 
receive nearer the time will indicate the kind of issues 
that will be addressed. I am sure if the IFP continues 
to address and treat issues in the same manner as in 
this session, we are heading for a very turbulent and 
Stormy sitting of the legislature. All the parties who 
were willing to co- operate with the IFP are likely to see 
them as making this task impossible. The IFP ensured 
that the last legislature session was a rough and robust 
one and will do the same again. We are ready to take 
them on. 


Are you not concerned that the parliamentary dead- 
lock in the province ..ay lead to increased levels of 
violence? 


Levels of political violence have already increased and 
I must say that the IFP is to blame. After elections last 
year, we were very careful and cautious — we did not 
Call rallies and public meetings to say negative things 
about the IFP. The IFP leader started calling "thanks- 
giving" or victory rallies. These were led by the IFP’s 
national leader who attacked the ANC on various is- 
sues ranging from the role of the King to provincial 
powers. Then we had to debate the issues of the legis- 
lation around the House of Traditional Leaders, which 
we did not agree with because of the manner in which 
the IFP went about introducing the Bill in the legisla- 
ture. We took the IFP to court and the case is pending. 
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However, the House was formed and the IFP leader 
elected as chairperson. He stopped holding victory ral- 
lies and instead started calling Imbizos [national gath- 
erings} at which the programme of launching verbal at- 
tacks against the ANC was continued under very tense 
conditions. For example, at an Imbizo held at Umlazi, 
Buthelezi’s own speech was stopped by shootings from 
the crowd. I believe the IFP has raised temperatures po- 
litically and brought about the increase in the levels of 
violence in the province. 


A proposal was recently put to the ANC N’ tional 
Executive Committee by KwaZulu-Natal representa- 
tives for existing parliamentary rules to be changed 
for MPs crossing the floor to other parties to be al- 
lowed to maintain their privileges. Was that proposal 
aimed at accommodating IFP MPs wanting to join 
the ANC in the province? 


The ANC is against the view of crossing of the floor. 
However, it is true that members of minorities who 
joined the IFP in the run-up to the elections, basically 
went there because they viewed the organisation as their 
home and a decent democratic party as it projected 
itself to be. But soon they realised that things were 
not as expected and met wit. a rather autocratic and 
commanding style of running the party activities. They 
were feeling they were in an unacceptable situation 
and we realised that this was the beginning of real 
problems for the IFP, as these members were basically 
coming from a democratic, liberal tradition and were 
now part of a party which was combining traditionalism 
with its experiences of homeland politics, yet projecting 
itself as democratic. It was not long before these 
members experienced early problems on the issue of 
the provincial capital, an issue in which the IFP forced 
Ulundi on its own members. This was the first shock 
treatment for them. 


The IFP style of politics defies logic as to how to 
develop the economy and growth. Members are not 
allowed to hold differing views and those who have 
done so have received very specific treatment. Any 
political party would want to win over other politicians 
and it is not strange that the ANC politics in KwaZulu- 
Natal look more attractive to those people. Some of 
those people are by nature people who would like to see 
democracy and progress taking place in the province and 
in South Africa as a whole. The ANC cannot close itself 
off to such people. While the ANC does have its stated 
position on the crossing of the floor, I do not believe it 
would be out of place for the ANC to re-examine the 
issue. I do not know that if these people were to leave 
the IFP, they would be accommodated and their talents 
to be used properly [sentence as published]. After all, 
the ANC is the home for all South Africans. 
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Little progress seems to have been made with the 
implementation of the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] in KwaZulu-Natal. What 
have the problems been and what is being done to 
speed up the process. 


I have argued that the lack of speed in delivery is 
not a problem peculiar to KwaZulu-Natal, but rather 
a problem that faces government nationally and in all 
the provinces. This does not remove the fact that in 
KwaZulu-Natal the elements responsible for the lack of 
speed of delivery are greater than in other provinces. 
The infrastructure and new government departments 
have taken a long time to be put together, with three 
Strains Coming together to form one government — 
from the KwaZulu homeland, from the Natal Provincial 
Administration and from the extra-parliamentary sector. 


We have also had to deal with suspicions about what we 
are trying to do. Suspicions have taken a long time to 
go away. In other provinces we could debate an issue 
once; here it had to be debated three times in order 
to convince people that there was no hidden agenda. 
However, it seems that the situation has improved and 
we are finally on top of it. We have managed to convince 
everyone that there are no hidden agendas and that what 
we want is to deliver for all the people of the province. 
Finally structures and committees are in place to assess 
and oversee the implementation of RDP projects and 
we are now in a position to get up speed and ensure 
delivery for the province. 


Ex-Generals Warn of Violence Over ANC ‘Hunting’ 


MBI1510201595 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 15 Oct 95 pp 1-2 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The ANC’s "hunting" of 
members and former members of the security forces 
is Causing so much bitterness that it could lead to 
violence. This serious warning comes from former 
Police Commissioner General Johan van der Merwe, 
who says “at ground level, there are people who are 
beginning to believe more and more that they have 
nothing more to lose." As a result they could turn to 
“mass action" and armed protest. 


RAPPORT spoke to several generals following a 
sharply worded declaration issued by formes com- 
manders of the security forces. They pointed out that 
“about 1,200 cases for serious crimes, like necklacing, 
are pending against ANC members." However, investi- 
gations into these crimes were halted by then-President 
F.W. de Klerk at the request of Nelson Mandela, but 
arrests of members and former members of the security 
forces continue. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The former commanders who issued the declaration are 
Generals Mike Geldenhuys, Jannie Geldenhuys, Johan 
Coetsee, Heanie de Wit, Johan van der Merwe, and 
Kat Liebenberg. All are former chiefs in either the 
Defense Force or the police. They say they held three 
fruitless meetings with President Mandela and Justice 
Minister Dullah Omar, but the government is continuing 
to haul members and former members of the security 
forces before the courts. This is happening while ANC 
members who ought to be charged for similar offenses 
are being protected by the comprehensive temporary 
exemption granted by President Mandela. 


The generals have decided to grant a mandate to General 
Constand Viljoen to try to implement the final section 
of the interim constitution. According to this section, 
amnesty has to be granted “in cases of acts, omissions, 
and offenses that can be linked to political aims and 
were committed in the course of past conflicts." 


Asked whether Gen. Viljoen’s "mandate" means that the 
generals have adopted a motion of no confidence in the 
National Party and De Klerk, Gen. Hennie de Witt, a 
former police conamissioner, said: “Indeed, that is so. 
We spoke with Deputy President De Klerk, but nothing 
came of it." [passage omitted] 


Gen. Viljoen believes that Mandela is being "pressured" 
by radicals within the ANC. "The part of the ANC 
that bore the brunt of the war and had the courage 
to fight is in favor of reconciliation, as prescribed by 
the constitution. Those who remained behind, inside the 
country, and especially those who lived in luxury in 
left-wing organizations on funds from the international 
community, are now pressing President Mandela to take 


revenge. 


According to the generals, on 18 May 1994 President 
Mandela granted indemnity to the ANC’s possible of- 
fenders. The indemnity is valid until 17 May 1996 and 
indemnifies ANC members from prosecution. Such peo- 
ple can now draw up representations for consideration 
by the Truth Commission, which can eventually grant 
them permanent exemption, because their acts were 
committed with a political goal. 


Members of the security forces, however, are already 
being prosecuted in the courts. If they reveal details 
about the background of their acts, it can be used 
as evidence against them in court — even before the 
Truth Commission begins sitting. In addition, courts 
are not allowed by law to grant exemption for actions 
committed with a political goal. In security circles, it 
is believed that the ANC is deliberately prosecuting 
its former opponents in the courts so that they can be 
sentenced before the Truth Commission begins its work. 


It is said to be a “campaign of revenge” being conducted 
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by the ANC against former members of the security 
forces. 


De Klerk Accuses ANC of Spreading 
Disinformation 


MB1410195595 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) National Party [NP] leader 
F.W. de Klerk has slammed the ANC, accusing it of 
spreading disinformation. Mr. De Klerk was addressing 
supporters in Cradock at the opening of the NP’s Eastern 
Cape congress. He rejected as a lie allegations that the 
National Party had been spreading rumors maliciously 
about his impending resignation. Danie Hefers reports: 


(Begin recording) (Hefers) Mr. De Klerk, clearly an- 
gered by the latest allegation, rejected accusations by 
the ANC that it was the National Party and its asso- 
Ciates that had spread the rumor of his resignation. He 
also dismissed claims that the National Party was about 
to leave the government of national unity. Mr. De Klerk 
said the statement by the ANC’s Mr. Carl Niehaus was 
a Clear indication of the panic which was gripping the 
ANC. 


(De Klerk, in Afrikaans} Anyone who alleges that that 
report has its origins in my office and that we leaked 
that story ourselves is telling a blatant and deliberate 
lie. 


(Hefers) Mr. De Klerk said there were already clear 
signs that the country was slipping and that the ANC 
was to blame. 


(De Klerk] The country is slipping. Health services are 
in a state of disarray. There is almost no delivery of 
the homes and the schools which were promised by 
the ANC. Crime is increasing, and law abiding South 
Africans in many parts of our country live in fear. [end 
recording} 

DP Says ANC Bending Rules for Local Elections 


MB1310170395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1500 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Oct 13 SAPA 
— An African National Congress proposal to allow 
unregistered voters to go to the polls on November 
1 was the latest in a long stream of similar attempts 
by the party to bend the rules to suit the moment, the 
Democratic Party [DP] said on Friday [13 October). 


DP spokesman Ken Andrew said there had been ample 
opportunity for all voters to register, with wide publicity 
given to the election and numerous extensions of the 
voter registration deadline. Those who had not complied 
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with the registration requirements should not be allowed 
to vote, he said. 


The ANC proposal would allow unregistered voters to 
cast their ballots, and for these to be included in the 
final tally if they did not affect the results. “If the 
ANC is prepared to bend the rules in this case, there 
is every reason to suspect that further adjustments, such 
as allowing the votes of unregistered voters to count, 
or abandoning the voters’ roll completely, will not be 
considered desirable at some later stage,” Andrew said. 


Attorney Told To Retrieve W. Mandela Property 


MBI1310170295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1448 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN October 13 
SAPA — The State Attorney has been instructed to 
pursue all administrative and legal measures necessary 
to retrieve state property — a cellphone and two cars 
— still in Winnie Mandela's possession. 


Announcing this on Friday, Department of Arts and 
Culture director-general Roger Jardine said Mandela 
had failed to respond to repeated requests to return the 
items, which she kept after she was fired as Depu‘y 
Minister of Arts and Culture earlier this year. It is 
understood that the legal measures may include an 
application for a court order if the "administrative" steps 
fail. 


South African Press Review for 13 Oct 
MB1310124295 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
MAIL & GUARDIAN 


McDonald’s Trademark Suit — The suggestion that 
the McDonald’s trademark case “is a major threat to 
trade and to South Affica’s relations with the U.S. 
is laughable,” says a page-4 editorial in Johannesburg 
MAIL & GUARDIAN in English for 13-19 October. 
The Department of Trade and Industry "seems to be 
concerned that the case sends a message to big-name 
potential investors that trademarks are not safe in South 
Africa. In fact, all it really signals is they have to be 
careful not to be outwitted.” The editorial praises the 
judge who ruled in favor of a local businessman over the 
multinational corporation. The judge provided a "strict 
interpretation of the law, though the howling suggests 
otherwise.” The editoria’ concludes that the trademark 
Case is "simply a short-term business impediment which 
should be tackled like any other." 

Cuba Policy — "In conducting our foreign relations, 
we have been reluctant to play our strongest card — 
our moral standing, encapsulated in the personality of 
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our president — often for good reason," says a second 
editorial on the same page of the MAIL & GUARDIAN. 
"But there are some international issues where a position 
of moral and political leadership would enhance our 
economic and financial position in the world and bring 
a range of benefits. Cuba is one such issue.” According 
to the editorial, the United States is pursuing a policy 
on Cuba "which patently does not work." The editorial 
says: "What is needed is a policy which demonstrates 
to Fidel Castro that his fight against poverty is best 
served — and not threatened — by democratisation. 
South Africa, one of the few countries with credibility 
in both Havana and Washington, could play a role in 
this.” 


NEW NATION 


De Klerk Remarks on Army — Deputy President FW 
de Klerk’s comments that the National Party, NP, could 
have remained in power for another five to 10 years with 
the help of the Defense Force are cause for concern, says 
a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English on 13 October. "Worse still, De Klerk’s 
comments raise with forceful relevance the prospect 
of the NP still using the army and police to advance 
its own political agenda.” The editorial points out that 
many of the apartheid-era generals continue to hold 
"strategically important positions” in the military and 
the police and must prove their loyalty to the new 
government and democratic constitution. The editorial 
says De Klerk’s remarks add "a new sense of urgency to 
the need for greater speed in the transformation process. 
Every level of the state machinery must be changed 
and its energy redirected towards defending the new 
constitution. Unnecessary delays will only perpetuate 
the need for retaining politicians such as De Klerk in 
government. With his integrity in question, that is not a 
desirable option." 


Cuba Policy ‘Encouraging’ — "President Nelson Man- 
dela’s reassurance that South Africa will not falter from 
its present foreign policy, especially in so far as it re- 
lates to Cuba, is most encouraging,” begins a second 
editorial on the same page of NEW NATION. Inter- 
national pressure, particularly from the United States, 
“must not detract us from remembering the contribution 
that the Cubans made to our struggle for democracy in 
South Africa, and more broadly in South Africa. And 
we must emulate their internationalism — not simply to 
pay back a debt we owe, but to advance the course of 
democracy globally and at home." 


SOWETAN 


De Kierk-Maharaj Spat — The "spats" between ANC 
and National Party, NP, cabinet members “are symp- 
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toms of something deeper," says a page-10 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 13 October. 
"We all know that the security and policing situation 
in South Africa have to be cleaned up to eradicate the 
legacy of apartheid." According to the editorial, "De 
Klerk is becoming increasingly touchy about a matter 
that is actually no secret. ANC leaders on their part are 
abusing electioneering mudslinging to make life difficult 
for the NP. We hope after the smoke has cleared after 
the elections, members of the Government of National 
Unity will use their united wisdom to solve problems 
inherited from the past." 


THE STAR 


Attack on De Klerk ‘Pathetic’ — "It is well known that 
the ANC doesn’t really trust De Klerk and believes he 
has failed to be totally honest about what securocrats 
and their agents were up to. So it’s no surprise that 
Maharaj should call for De Klerk to be sacked as 
chairman of the Cabinet’s security committee," says 
a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 13 October. "But it is odd — no, pathetic — 
that he should claim De Klerk was threatening to call in 
the army to reinstate himself as president." THE STAR 
Says it suspects that "the ANC is looking for lightning 
conductors as the November | election approaches. It 
is, rightly or wrongly, under fire for non-delivery and 
an inability to curb crime. Therefore it is a most useful 
ploy to create a ‘coup’ row." 


South African Press Review for 14 Oct 
MB1410143395 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


Country Poor Regional Neighbor — "Zambian Finance 
Minister Ronald Penza has every right to be angry at 
South Africa’s footdragging (inertia may be a better 
word) when it comes to the opening up of markets 
to our southern Africa neighbours," says a page-10 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 13 October. "The grandiose words we so often hear 
from our political leaders about building a dynamic 
regional economy will continue to be hollow until real 
action is taken to open our markets to neighbouring 
countries. From their economic perspective, the only 
real good that the end of apartheid has done for Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana and the rest is that our security 
forces are no longer bombing them. If anything, South 
Africa has become even more isolationist." Despite 
much talk about regional integration, the nation lacks 
a "vision of what it really means," the editorial adds. 
"The adjustments will often be painful, but they must 
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be made. There are ways of minimising and managing 
the pain, but no more than that. The alternative is 
the continuing impoverishment of our neighbours, ever 
greater streams of economic refugees pouring over our 
borders and the stagnation of our protected economy. 
And the shattering of the political vision of a democratic 
South Africa leading its region into great economic 


prosperity." 
SATURDAY STAR 


Election Participation Urged — “Assigning of past 
blame for present failings — looking back in anger, 
perhaps — is a popular pastime in South Africa, but 
not one that serves much practical purpose," says a 
page-10 editorial in Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English on 14 October. "It will of course form a 
Significant part of the campaigning for the forthcoming 
local government elections, and we have some time to 
wait yet before South Africans make their decisions on 
the basis of the policies rather than emotion." According 
to the editorial, South Africans need to develop a 
“common commitment to improving their lot." The 
local government elections represent the opportunity to 
develop that commitment. "South Africa has a serious 
question to answer on election day. If we do not turn 
Out in numbers and cast our votes we will get the local 
government we deserve and have no one but ourselves 
to blame." 


South African Press Review for 16 Oct 
MBI1610101095 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Need To Liberalize Economy Noted — Trade negotia- 
tions with the EU are the subject of the lead editorial 
on page 12 of Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
16 October. The editorial begins by noting that the ne- 
gotiations will be tough, that South Africa should not 
expect generosity, and that the "bottom line" will be 
“mutual interest." The paper notes that the EU wants 
to negotiate a free trade agreement that within 12 years 
would "open our doors to free-for-all competition from 
European products. Whether we consider this a threat or 
use it as a self-imposed deadline to liberalize our mar- 
kets and become part of the global economic order will 
be South Africa’s decision. Nothing like a deadline to 
get one going: indeed, there is evidence that economies 
which liberalize do better than those which hide behind 
protectionist barriers." 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Development Strategy Examined — A page-8 editorial 
in the 16 October edition of Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English sees the recently announced 25-year 
Strategy for urban and rural development as a plan 
"with direct bearing on the way South Africa’s new 
society will shape itself." "In its favour, the plan 
incorporates a healthy degree of realism and tries to 
avoid promoting fantasies. On the other hand, while 
acknowledging the important role the private sector 
will have to play in the process, it remains vague on 
how it sees such involvement in practice — and how 
those private investments would be made sufficiently 
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profitable." Though business will welcome some of the 
plan’s visions for joint partnerships, the editorial notes, 
business will be wary of "the familiar risks involved in 
service delivery and capital projects in underdeveloped 
areas....Anticipated problems associated with a lack 
of governing expertise in new local councils, severe 
infrastructural limitations in rural areas and the culture 
of non-payment will top the concerns of companies." 
"To draw business into the exercise," the editorial 
concludes, "central government must provide some sort 
of system of guarantees to ensure continuity of public 
services, as well as come up with measures to deal with 
boycotts and criminality." 
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Angola 
Savimbi Ends Tour of Southern Africa 


MBI1610081195 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 15 Oct 95 


(From the "Ultima Hora" program] 


(FBIS Translated Text) In Lusaka today, Jonas Savimbi, 
leader of the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA], expressed regret over having 
returned to war in 1992, saying he would not have done 
so if he had had the same commitment to peace he has 
today. Savimbi said this in a news conference in the 
Zambian capital today, marking the end of his tour of 
southern African countries. Anadias Cordeiro reports: 
(Cordeiro) During the news conference, Jonas Savimbi 

satisfaction with offer of the vice presidency 
to UNITA, adding that the major responsibility is to 
guarantee peace. Jonas Savimbi said, quote, UNITA 
Officials and soldiers believe that to play a constructive 
role is more important than the post of presidency [as 
heard), unquote. 


Commenting on his tour of southern African countries, 
the UNITA leader said it helped him begin a more 
positive relationship with regional leaders. During his 
trip, Savimbi was received by heads of state from 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, and Zambia. Analysts see 
this as a significant fact, in view of the traditional 
alliance between most governments of the region and 
the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola. 


At the news conference, Savimbi also made public his 
position regarding the controversial Cabinda enclave is- 
sue. Jonas Savimbi said if pressure for the independence 
of Cabinda continued, Angola might return to war, this 
time for the control of oil reserves. Savimbi said there 
will be no peace unless the government holds talks with 
all the relevant parties. The UNITA leader also appealed 
to Congo, Gabon, and Zaire, as well as parties interested 
in the exploitation of oil, such as France and other west- 
ern nations, to stop supporting the separatist movements. 
Cabinda produces about 60 percent of the Angolan oil 
— that is, 80 percent of revenues of the weakened An- 


golan economy [figures as heard). 


President Santos Dismisses Commerce Minister 


MB1410200095 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Following a proposal by Prime 
_ Minister Marcolino Moco, President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos issued decrees dismissing Commerce and 
Tourism Minister Joao Celestino Dias and Deputy 
Planning Minister Joao Baptista Kussumua. Santos 
appointed Manuel Francisco as commerce and tourism 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 17 


minister and Joao Baptista Kussumua as deputy territo- 
rial administration minister. 


Comoros 


Thirty-Three Mercenaries Leave Island 13 Oct 


EA1410134595 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] In the Comoros, the 33 merce- 
naries who took part in French mercenary leader Bob 
Denard’s coup attempt left the Comoros today, Friday 
(13 October), for Paris without any legal action having 
been taken against them. They left on a French Army 
cargo aircraft for Paris. via Djibuti. 


The commander of the Gendarmerie investigation squad 
in Moroni said that [words indistinct) since they surren- 
dered to the French Army on 5 October 1995 [words 
indistinct] to the north of the Comoran capital. Comoran 
foreign minister (Mouzawar Abdallah) recently declared 
that the Comoran judiciary was not at present in a po- 
sition to try them. [passage indistinct} 


Madagascar 


Premier Resigns as Referendum Results Announced 


EA1410140095 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in Malagasy 1600 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The official results of the 
people’s decision in the 17 September 1995 referendum 
were proclaimed today. Sixty-three percent of the voters 
voted yes to President Albert Zafy’s proposal which 
would allow the president to appoint the prime minister, 
not parliament. [passage omitted] 


The president will therefore cease to play the role of 
an elder. He will become fully responsible for national 
affairs from now on. This will start with his appointment 
of the next prime minister. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Francisque Ravony, the current prime minister, 
for his part, today asked the president to accept his 
resignation and that of his government. He had promised 
to do this, and he duly kept his promise. The duties 
of Prime Minister Ravony and his government will 
henceforth be confined to day-to-day affairs. 


To avoid any delay in the management of national 
affairs, many observers think the appointment of a new 
prime minister will come soon. It is worth noting that 
certain members of the current government are still 
dealing with important and delicate duties. Indeed two 
ministers are now in Washington, holding talks with 
the World Bank and the IMF. We are all waiting for 
the results of these talks. 
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Further on Resignation 


LD1310202595 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The prime minister of Mada- 
gascar has just announced his resignation. This was ex- 
pected after the results of last month’s referendum. Jean- 
Jacques Louarne has more: 


{Louarne] Francisque Ravony’s resignation was ex- 
pected after last month’s referendum in which Mada- 
gascans overwhelmingly accorded President Albert Zafy 
the power to dismiss or appoint the prime minister. This 
constitutional change puts an end to a continuing polit- 
ical and institutional crisis that had gone on for many 
months and was paralyzing the country’s economic ac- 
tivity. However, the president and the future prime min- 
ister — who is to be appointed in two weeks’ time — 
will now have to demonstrate their ability to halt the 
island nation’s worrying drift. Zafy accused Ravony of 
being too lax, of allowing lawlessness to flourish, and 
of causing an economic downturn. The new government 
team will have little room for maneuver; future relations 
with the IMF and World Bank, in particular, will test 
their resolve, given strained relations in the past. 


The regime’s new strongman could well be the speaker 
of the national assembly, Richard Andriamanjato, who 
is close to the president and has never concealed his 
ambition of taking over from Ravony. 


Swaziland 


Prime Minister Mbilini Reshuffies Cabinet 


MBI210081095 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 12 Oct 95 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Nkululeko Dlamini) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] LOBAMBA — Prime Minister 
Prince Mbilini says the reshuffle which affected two 
Cabinet ministers recently has nothing to do with the 
Cuba “scandal”. He told Senate yesterday that, in fact, 
he is not obliged to account for the appointment, 
dismissal and transfer of cabinet ministers. 


He stated that even the affected ministers are never told 
about the decisions prior to their implementation. 


As a result, he continued, there was nothing he could tell 
the House regarding the transfers of Mr Arthur Khoza 
and Mr Solomon Diamini who recently exchanged 
posts as ministers of education and foreign affairs, 
respectively. "There is nothing I can tell the House now. 
In fact one of the senators said the issue is one which 
is dealt by Indlunkhulu (elders),”" he said. 
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Prince Mbilini was responding to a motion by Senator 
Walter Bennett who wanted an explanation on the real 
cause of the reshuffle. 


The premier said as to what people say about the 
reshuffle is a different issue altogether because it has 
been effected already. "You know that people talk but 
Senators should protect the government. Even if we can 
change the ministers’ posts now, people will still talk. 
The authority in this regard states that the prime minister 
meets with the Head of State in such issues. What should 
happen is that you should pray for such appointments 
to be successful once they are effccted,” he said. 


He supported a suggestion by one of the senators that 
should they wish to know more about reasons for such 
appointments, they should visit his office, and not debate 
such an issue at Senate. 


He would not explain what he meant by saying "you 
must read between the lines" when referring to the 
reshuffle. 


The two ministers swapped posts after Mr Solomon 
Diamini was allegedly recalled unceremoniously from 
an international trip. During that trip it ‘5 alleged he 
signed an understanding with Cuba, wh:ch created a 
political storm. 


Zimbabwe 


Opposition Leader Arrested on Coup Charges 
MB1410202295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1800 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Veteran Zimbabwe opposition 
leader Ndabaningi Sithole has been arrested in connec- 
tion with an alleged plot to assassinate President Robert 
Mugabe. Police raided the home of the 76-year-old rev- 
erend early this morning before taking him to police 
cells. Sithole is being held in connection with the arrests 
earlier of two men belongiug to a Mozambique-based 
Zimbabwe rebel group. They’re said to be involved in 
the alleged coup plot. 


(Begin recording] (Unidentified correspondent] Rev. 
Sithole is the leader of ZANU [Zimbabwe African Na- 
tional Union}-Ndonga, Zimbabwe’s only parliamentary 
opposition party. It holds just two out of 150 seats. Dur- 
ing the liberation struggle, the 76-year-old Methodist 
preacher held more power than his colleague, President 
Mugabe, only to be superseded by his understudy at in- 
. Reverend Sithole has always been an out- 
spoken critic of President Mugabe’s government. 


[Sithole] What we would like to see in this country for 
all time is a multiparty state. One-party state to us smells 
of absolute dictatorship. 
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[Correspondent] Political analysts believe his arrest 
could be part of the ruling ZANU-PF’s [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front) efforts to de- 
stroy the remnants of a weak political opposition. Sit- 
hole returned home in 1992 after living in the United 
States in self-imposed exile over fears that Mugabe’s 
government wanted to kill him. His family and support- 
ers are tonight consulting their lawyers in an attempt to 
free him. [end recording] 


Sithole’s Wife on Detention 


MBI1410185195 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, the 
veteran Zimbabwean nationalist and opposition leader 
of ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union}-Ndonga, 
is in trouble yet again. Just a few months ago, he was 
thrown off a farm because of claims that he was using it 
to house too many displaced people. Last night, police 
came to his home and arrested him. They say it is in 
connection with the alleged plot to assassinate President 
Mugabe, and it follows the arrest of two other men said 
to belong to a shadowy armed rebel group. On the line 
to Mr. Sithole’s hoine, Tom Porteous talked to his wife, 
Vesta Sithole, and asked her what happened when her 
husband was arrested. 


(Begin recording] [Sithole] They came to the house at 
night. It was about 10:30 (2030 GMT]. We were already 
in bed, and they just came in and said that they wanted 
to search the house and that they had a warrant of arrest 
for him. 


(Porteous) They didn’t give any explanation as to why 
he was being arrested? 


(Sithole] They just said that he had influenced or 
encouraged our members to take military training. 


[Porteous] How did the police behave when they came 
to the house? Were they aggressive? 


{Sithole] Yes, they were aggressive, because the mo- 
ment I opened the door, they were all inside the house. 


(Porteous) How many of them were there? 
(Sithole] In the house, I think we had about 15. 


(Porteous) And they were searching things and turning 
things upside down, were they? 

(Sithole] They were turning the whole house upside 
down. They were turning the beds, the cupboards, all 
wardrobes, and our clothing. 


[Porteous] Did they take anything away? 


SOUTHERN ARICA 19 


(Sithole)] They took every paper they found in the house. 
Our tapes, our videotapes. My fax machines, which I 
brought from the United States. Lots and lots of files. 


(Porteous) Was there any warning of this in the last few 
days? Did you have any idea that something like this 
was going to happen? 


(Sithole] No, we didn’t. There was no warni. 2. There 
was nothing. 


{Porteous} Did they say where they were taking your 
husband? 


([Sithole] Yes, he has been taken to Highlands Police 
Station. 


[Porteous] Have you been in contact with him since he 
was arrested last night? 


([Sithole] Yes, I have just returned from seeing him, 
because I was looking for a lawyer. So I took our lawyer 
to go and see him. 


[Porteous] And what did the lawyer say? 


[Sithole) The lawyer feels that they are just holding him 
illegally and that they should allow him to be released. 
But they said they won’t release him. He is looking for 
an advocate so that by Monday.... [pauses] I think he 
will spend the whole weekend in there, but on Monday, 
since the courts will be open, then he will apply for his 
release. 


[Porteous] Have the police been back to your house 
since the arrest? 


[Sithole] They are here, I have got policemen, which 
number about 15, right now around my yard. They just 
walked in without knocking, and they had surrounded 
me, you know. I didn’t even know how they came in. 


{Porteous} What are they doing now? 
{Sithole] They are searching the yard. 
[Porteous] Are they digging it up or what? 


(Sithole] They are just walking around. I think they are 
trying to see if there is somewhere where it has been 
dug or something. 


{Porteous} Do you think that they are probably there 
just to intimidate you? 


(Sithole) It is both. They are here to intimidate me and 
just to make us more infuriated. But I wanted to point 
something out, you know. My husband has done nothing 
wrong. Rev. Sithole and the president of this country 
have been at loggerheads since 1963. When ZANU 
was formed and they were going to congress, President 
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Mugabe stood wanting to be president of ZANU. He 
lost, ard that grudge never ceased. 


es ees Sas aes 
you 


{Sithole] It is a personal grudge, because they have tried 
to find faults. They have tried to find weapons. This is 
not the first time they are digging. We had a farm in 
Chimanimani. They d hat farm up, and they took it. 
They found no arms in were. 


[Porteous] It is not possible, is it, Mrs. Sithole, that 
your husband is so frustrated in his political fight against 
Mugabe that he may have resorted to plots and so forth? 


[Sithole) No, you see, if you are plotting to plot, you 
don’t talk. My husband is vocal. He is open. He talks 
about it. 


{Porteous} Are you afraid for your husband's life? 
{Sithole] Yes, I am, because he has been taken at several 
times. 


{Porteous} And do you think that you may be arrested, 
as well, soon? 


(Sithole] For me, I don’t know. It is a very unpredictable 
government. I don’t know what they are up to. [end 


recording) 


ZANU-Ndonga Protests Arrest 
MB1510200295 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 15 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The vice president of the op- 
position ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union)- 
Ndonga party, Mr. Thomas Ndlovu, has likened the ar- 
rest of the party’s leader, Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole, 
to that of General Olusegun Obasanjo in Nigeria. 


He called on the Organization of African Unity and 
the United Nations to intervene. Rev. Sithole was 
arrested in Harare yesterday in allegations of plotting 
to assassinate President Robert Mugabe and overthrow 
the government. He was allegedly linked to two men 
who allegedly conspired to overthrow the government 
by violent means. 
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Sithole Expected in Court 16 Oct 


MB1510202495 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1800 GMT 15 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Zimbabwe's opposition 
leader, Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole, is expected to ap- 
pear in court tomorrow in connection with an alleged 
plot to assassinate President Robert Mugabe. The 75- 
year-old president of the ZANU [Zimbabwe African 
National Union]-Ndonga Party was arrested on Satur- 
day. His arrest follows that of two others, said to be- 
long to the shadowy Chimwenje [Little Light] dissident 
movement charged with planning to kill Mugabe and 
overthrow the government. Rev. Sithole is being held 
under tight security. 

(Begin recording) (Correspondent Chris Bishop] The 
wife of Zimbabwean opposition leader Ndabaningi 
Sithole makes the trip to take food and a few words of 
comfort to her husband. Vesta Sithole is determined to 
stand by her husband, who is held in police cells. But as 
she arrived at the police station, she was forbidden from 
seeing him. In addition, she was made to taste the food 
she had brought, in case it was poisoned. The incident 
has strengthened her resolve to free her husband through 
a civil rights lawyer. [passage omitted] 


(Bishop) Police say Rev. Sithole is being held in con- 
nection with the arrest of two men following an alleged 
assassination attempt on President Robert Mugabe. De- 
tectives say that a Claymore mine was found near this 
road on the outskirts of Harare, which was intended for 
the president’s passing motorcade. Police are trying to 
keep people guessing where Rev. Sithole is being held. 
His brother this morning made a search of several po- 
lice stations, where officers told him different stories. 


{Police Inspector Edmund Kahari] He is being held at 
Highlands. I’m confirming that. He could be anywhere 
now, following investigations. 

(Bishop) Rev. Sithole is expected to be led from the cells 
tomorrow for a court appearance. Meanwhile, Vesta 
Sithole says she will continue to bring her husband food 
and try to visit him. She also plans a series of public 
protests to press for his release. Chris Bishop for SABC 
TV News, Zimbabwe. [end recording] 
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Cote d’ Ivoire 
PDCI Reportedly Orders FR Leaders Killed 


AB1410170595 Abidjan LE REPUBLICAIN IVOIRIEN 
in French 14 Oct 95 p2 


{Article by Sam Bader: “Laurent Gbagbo, Dijeny 
Kobina, and Bamba Morifere To be Assassinated by 
15 October"] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Will Laurent Gbagbo, Djeny 
Kobina, and Bamba Morifere be assassinated as envis- 
aged in the deadly plan drawn up by some Democratic 
Pasty of Cote d’Ivoire [PDCI] barons? 


It has been revealed from very reliable sources that 
orders have been given that these three leaders should be 
physically eliminated before 15 October. It has become 
Clear that if this diabolical plan should succeed, our three 
leaders would soon join the republicans and democrats 
receatly shot dead by the security forces during the 2 
October demonstrations. It has been a long time since 
we learned about the secret preparations of this plan 
to physically eliminate some Republican Front [FR] 
leaders. 

Today, with information coming from well-informed 
sources, we must conclude that we have fully entered 
the practical phase of the issue. The meetings of PDCI 
thugs at the Offoumou Yapo College on 12 and 13 
October constitute a concrete proof of it. For purely 
tribal reasons, some PDCI leaders are ready to do 
everything possible to cause the death of all those 
who disturb the system of monarchy. At this very 
delicate period of our country’s existence when the least 
threat to the FR leaders can reserve tragic 


plan, 

cp cieetiiems eoumenteetis (ii On temaiens for 
an offensive which will surely affect the plam.crs and 
executors who have already been identified. Those thugs 
and security forces assigned to this dirty job should 
rather advise themselves! This is because any simple 
attempt will be fatal to them. We are sure of this. Are 
you asking that the fire should be fueled? 


Army Officers Disclose Assassination Plot 


AB1410210095 Abidjan LA VOIE in French 
14, 15 Oct 95 p7 


(First paragraph LA VOIE introduction) 


(FBIS Translated Text) At the moment we were putting 
finishing touches to our newspaper last night, some of- 
ficers from the Army came to confirm to us the infor- 
mation concerning the plot tn assassinate the leaders of 
the Republican Front. Is this information true or is it 
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mere mind-poisoning?. We are publishing the full text 
of the letter which was handed over to us. 


We ate this day bringing to the notice of the clergy, the 
Imams’ Council, the Higher Council of the Protestant 
Church, the Ivorian Human Rights League, the trade 
union associations \king part in the negotiations, for- 
eign embassies accredited to Cote d’Jvoire, and the Ivo- 
rian people that a serious a decision was made today, 
12 October. 


In fact, the holders of power have made a serious de- 
cision which will definitively plunge Cote d’ Ivoire into 
the abyss! It was decided today that Ivorian Popular 
Front leader Laurent Gbagbo should be assassinated at 
2000 GMT on 15 October. At that very time, Djeny 
Kobina and Barba Morifere will also receive the ig- 
noble visitors. Three groups of 10 hired killers, made 
up mainiy of clemcats of the national pc ce service 
have since today been released with the n.acabre mis- 
sion of assassinating Laurent Gbagbo, Djeny Kobina, 
and Bamba Morifere at the same time — 2000 GMT 
— on 15 October. Our duty as the defenders of this 
country has made us disclose this after this macabre 
meeting. May God protect us. 


{Signed} A Group of Senior Officers of the Army of 
Abidjan on 13 October 95 


Minister on Bedie’s Meetings With Opposition 


AB1410204895 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 13 Oct 95 


[Statement by Communication Minister and Govern- 
ment spokesman Daniele Boni-Claverie in Abidjan on 
13 October — live] 

(FBIS Translated Text] On 2 October, Cote d'Ivoire 
witnessed serious events that are a warning to every 
citizen in our country. In his permanent search for 
a climate of temperate democracy, the head of state 
has always taken it upon himself, since he became 
president, to periodically meet with the different leaders 
of the political parties. The objective of these meetings 
is to encourage all the components of our country to 
help one another in building a Cote d'Ivoire in which 
democracy is strengthened from day to day, a country 
whose real aspirations are to be developed in peace and 
stability. The 3 October meeting with all the political 
party leaders and the discussions embarked upon with 
the Ivorian Workers Party [PIT], the Ivorian Popular 
Front (FP1], and the Rally of Republicans [RDR) are in 
line with this policy of openness and dialogue advocated 
by the president of the republic. 


The FPI was received on 6 October from 2200 to 
0200 and on 8 October from 1900 to 0030. The 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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ballot boxes; the national electoral commission; and the 
presence of internatior.1l observers. 


However, despite the approval of these demands, new 
demands were presented by the Republic Front. It must 
be stressed that before starting the discussions, the FP 
leaders had accepted not to demaid the withdrawal 
of the electoral code, the constitution of a transitional 


to effectively take part in the elections. Lisis can be 
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Cost, it must be known that voting by Ivorians in nine 
countries costs the state the sum of 263 million CFA 
francs for an electoral population estimated at 10,000 


persons. 
Regarding administrative identity certificates, the Re- 
publican Front demanded its cancellation. Their concern 
is the short duration of the validity of this document 
which could lead, according to them, to certain abuses. 
The president of the republic told them that all the po- 
litical party leaders were at liberty to check registers 
used for delivering these documents. These documents 
are aimed at enabling Ivorians, notably populations in 
the rural areas that have no national identity cards, to 
effectively take part in the upcoming elections. 
Regarding the proclamation of the results, the problem 
was solved thanks to the use of counterfoil certificates 
proposed at the polling stations and constituencies. This 
measure will be comeleted by an Interior Ministry 
circular that wiil fully explain the procedures to the 
prefectural authorities. It must be stressed that during 
these discussions, the FPI resolved to make its definitive 
decision known in thrce days’ time after consulting its 
grassroots. 


As part of his desire to preserve social peace by all 
means aiid to see to the restoration of a climate of un- 
derstanding, the head of state received the leaders of 
the RDR on 9 October. This meeting enabled the pres- 
ident of the republic to clear any misunderstanding of 
Article 49 of the electoral code concerning the com- 
pulsory five- year residence. Indeed, it must be known 
that this clause is not applicable to Ivorian nationals 
who are chosen or given a backing by the State of Cote 
d'Ivoire to serve in international organizations like the 
World Bank, the IMF, or the Ecor »mic Community of 
West African States. Consequently, this point, which is 
generally raised by the RDR does not seem applicable. 
Nevertheless, the RDR touk the initiative to suspend the 
discussions after observing that its demand for the post- 
ponement of the elections and the substantial revision 
of the electoral code was rejected. 


Concerned with maintaining dialogue with all the com- 
ponents of the nation, the head of state also received 
on 10 October from 1830 to 2200 the collective of re- 
ligious and trade union leaders, representatives of the 
ciations. After a long survey of current problems and 
after critically examining the progress made in the dis- 
cussions between the government and the FPI, and after 
fruitful exchange of ideas, the president of the republic 
accepted the collective’s proposal to meet with the Re- 
publican Front to open up new discussions at the end 
of which a protocol agreement will be signed. All the 
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parties are expected to meet at the residence of the pres- 
ident of the republic. 

The head o, state, guarantor of national unity and the 
stability of the institutions, said he was open to holding 
any possible new meeting and reaffirmed his strong 
willingness to do everything to preserve social peace 
in Cote d’Ivoire. However, he stressed during ai! these 
discussions that the political parties that are officially 
involved in the electoral campaign are determined to go 
to the polls on the basis of the current electoral lists and 
in conformity with the electoral schedule. 

The head of state is appealing to the political parties 
within the Republican Front to withdraw their order 
of the so-called all-out boycott and avoid organizing 
illegal marches and sit-ins that are liable to jeopardize 
democracy, social peace, and the security of persons — 
nationals or otherwise — and their goods. 


Reads Government Statement 


AB1510214795 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 15 Oct 95 
[Government statement read by Daniele Boni-Claverie, 
communication minister and government spokesman, in 
Abidjan on 15 October — live] 

(FBIS Translated Text) Following the various discus- 
sions with the Ivorian Popular Front [FPT) and the Rally 
of Republicans [RDR], the president of the Republic ac- 
cepted the good auspices mission of the collective led 
by Monsignor Dacoury-Tabley. The mission of the col- 
lective was to try to bridge the gap between the gov- 
ernment’s views on the one hand, and those of the FP! 
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In response to the head of state’s question as to 


were in order with the views of the FPI and the RDR. 


To another question by the head of state as to whether 
these points are the only points to be discussed, the 
collective then said that there are also some controver- 
sial issues and demands that have not been met. These 
controversial points bear on the independent ational 
commission. The FP1 and the RDR agreed on the prin- 
ciple for this commission, and asked for amendments 
concerning its membership and its competence. 

The second point among these controversial issues 
is the centralization and the promulgation of election 
results whose procedure has been accepted, with some 
reservations on the part of these parties, concerning 
the implementation of the modalities. The unfulfilled 
demands are about the amendment of Paragraphs Three 
and Four of Article 49 of the Electoral Code dealing 
with the clause on residence, as well as the clause on 
Article 35 relating to voting by proxy; the cancellation 
of administrative identity certificates; and voting by 
Ivorians abroad. 


The president of the Republic thanked the collective for 
its step, and recalled that the good auspices mission . 
should consist in mediating between the government 
and the parties involved so as to bridge the gap 
between the various views, and to lead to » common 
platform. He said it is also necessary for all the existing 
demands to be documented in a protocol agreemeni duly 
countersigned by all the parties, so as to define a stable 
framework for negotiations. 


The collective has informed the president of the Re- 
public of the approval by the FPI and the RDR of the 
principle to control the electoral lists though an opinion 
poll instead of the entire revision of the lists as previ- 
ously demanded. Regarding this demand, the head of 
State regretted the fact that this proposal, which he had 
earlier made, was not agreed upon right from the be- 
ginning of the negotiations, as it would have enabled its 
implementation within a reasonable time limit. 


In any case, the head of state has decided to set up a 
monitoring commission on the electoral lists and which 
will be composed in a way that ensures traxsparency in 
the job to be done. This commission will be operational 
as carly as the middle of next week, and will include 
— in addition to technicians of the administration — 
imternational observers and representatives of the civil 
1 > haces iain 
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The collective also informed the head of state on the 
political parties’ intention to take part in the presidential 
election and in the ongoing campaign. To this end, 
the government is asked to postpone the date of the 
presidential election from 22 to 29 October. Regarding 
this issue, the head of state has pointed out that the 
provisions of the Electoral Code set the deadline for 
the submission of the presidential candidates list 21 
days before the election. In the hypothesis of the 
postponement of the election to 29 October, the deadline 
would have been 8 October for the submission of the 
candidacies, a date which has expired. It would also 
be unfair to penalize the candidates who, abiding by 
the constitutional procedures, agreed to submit their 
candidacy. 


On the other hand, the chairman of the collective 
insisted that the head of state himself be the one to 
inform the political parties — the RDR and the FPI — 
of the results of the meeting. This was agreed upon by 
the head of state. The head of state has also indicated 
that he is ready to meet the parties on 16 or 17 October 
because of his campaign agenda that was set up long 
ago. 


The head of state and the government are therefore 
surprised over the broadcast this morning by a foreign 
radio of the collapse of the negotiations whereas it 
was said — as mentioned above — that the head 
of state remains open to accept further meetings and 


The head of state and the government further express 
surprise at the news briefing given by the collective 
whereas Monsignor Dacoury-Tabley had promised that 
all information relating to the meeting with the collec- 
tive will not be broadcast before the new discussions 
that were scheduled to be held with the parties. They 
also expressed surprise at the fact that the news briefing 
did not mention the upcoming meeting announced by 
the head of state with the opposition parties. 


The president of the Republic hereby appeals to the 
Civic-mindedness and the legendary wisdom of the Ivo- 
rian people to pursue the development of our country in 
peace and dialogue within the framework of temperate 
democracy. 


The head of state hereby asks the opposition parties 
concerned to call off the order to organize marches 
and sit-ins to preserve social peace, and thus enable the 
The head of state urges the entire population to prevent 
disorder by refusing to follow the call for marches and 
sit-ins. 
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Talks Fail; Opposition Confirms Marches 


AB1I510131595 Paris AFP in English 
1150 GMT 15 Oct 95 


[By Anne Le Coz] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Abidjan, 15 Oct (AFP) — 
Talks aimed at easing tension here collapsed Sunday 
[15 October] a week ahead of presidential elections, 
prompting fears of renewed violence as opposition 
leaders pursue a boycott campaign against the vote. 


The opposition Republican Front (FR) coalition blamed 
President Henri Konan Bedie’s government for scorning 
a compromise plan to delay the election for a week and 
let the opposition stand, drawn up by a mediation team 
of human rights groups and religious and trade union 
leaders. 


"The government has rejected the proposals put forward 
by the mediator," said Emile Doudou Boga, a lawyer 
for the Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) which is one of the 
major parties in the FR. "The call for demonstrations 
from Monday is therefore maintained,” he added. 


The collapse came two weeks after at least five people 
died and dozens were injured, according to official 
figures, when protest organised by the FR in the capital 
and other cities degenerated into violence. Fearing 
further unrest after the FR call for daily demonstrations, 
the representatives of the "collective to safeguard peace 
and democracy" had held separate talks with both sides 
earlier this week. 


Informed sources said the mediation plan had envisaged 
delaying the election by a week and allowing FR parties 
to stand. In return, the FR would call off its protests and 
sit-ins and renounce the boycott. "We hope there will be 
no election on October 22," Boga added. "People will 
not come out that day because of the fear of clashes." 


The FPI and sister opposition party, the Republican 
Movement (RDR), are not taking part in the poll in 
which Bedie will be opposed by Francis Wodie of the 
Ivorian Workers’ Party. Bedie banned demonstrations 
on 20 September for the whole electoral period, but the 
FR has still held them and vowed they will carry on 
across the country. 


Laurent Dona Fologo, secretary-general of the ruling 
Ivory Coast Democratic Party (PDCI), has called for 
the "instigators and organiscrs" of rallies to be punished 
under a July 1992 law making them responsible for 
crimes during or as a result of the protests. That law was 
passed after violent demonstrations in February of that 
year which led to FPI secretary-general Laurent Gbagbo 
being jailed for two years. He was released after four 
months. 
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After the violence of October 2, the worst in Ivory Coast 
history since it won from France in 1960, 
Bedie warned FR leaders that they faced the full weight 
of the law if there was a repeat of the disturbances. 


However Boga vowed Sunday that "even if we are im- 
prisoned, demonstrations will continue.” "The situation 
is different to what it was in 1992. Then the president 
was Felix Houphouet-Boigny and the political landscape 
was different," he added. Houphouet-Boigny died in De- 
cember 1993 after 33 years in power. These are the first 
elections to be held since then and the second since a 
multi-party system was established in 1990. 


Government Promises Security Amid Protests 


AB1510192295 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 15 Oct 95 

(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] Well, 48 hours of talks to 
try to find a way out of the political deadlock in the 
Ivory Coast [Cote d’Ivoire} have ended in failure. The 
Opposition, who are brycotting next week’s presidential 
polis, are planning to demonstrate every day between 
now and next Sunday (22 October] in defiance of an 
Official ban on marches while, for his part, President 
Bedie is refusing to postpone the election, as had 
been proposed by the mediators, or to consider the 
opposition’s demand for the scrapping of the electoral 
code. This weekend’s attempted mediation was an 
initiative of the Ivorian Human Rights League and of 
leading church and trade union figures, and now that the 
talks have broken down, Tom White asked our Abidjan 
reporter, Emmanuel Watani, what happens next: 


[Begin recording) [Watani] Now, the opposition, when 
I spoke to their lawyer, Lawyer Emile Boga, he told me 
that well, since these last talks have failed, they have 
no other option than to go on the streets, and that they 
have planned that beginning tomorrow, they are going 
to demonstrate. They were planning to demonstrate 
right up to the 22d when the elections are supposed 
to take place. The other guy of the RDR, the Rally 
of Republicans, stressed that come 22d, no person will 
have even the chance to come out to vote. 


[White] But as far as the government is concerned, any 


(Watani] Not at all. Since one week now, we've seen 
the paramilitary police officers just positioned in all 
Strategic positions in the cities, and in most of the 
interior. Most of them are now moving on 24 hours 
patrolling, and the government, through the president 

— when yesterday he went to the first of his meetings, 
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his rally outside of Abidjan — began his address by 
saying that the people should not be afraid, and should 
not be intimidated that they will not have the chance 
of voting on the 22d, and that the government is doing 


everything possible to give sufficient security. 


[White] Are the people on the streets of Abidjan 
reassured by the president’s stance or is there an 
increasing tension now? 


[Watani] There is increasing tension. In fact, I could say 
that for the past four days, we've realized that people 
have reduced in circulating. We’ve even realized, when 
I went down to the borders, the Ghanaian border, we 
realized that there has been increase of people moving 
out from Abidjan going to Ghana and Nigeria. In fact, 
the tension is still high, and I don’t (know) that this 
presidential appeal and assurance did go down well with 
the public. [end recording] 


RDR Spokesman on Bedie’s Offer To Meet 


AB1610112095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Ivorian Head of State Henry 
Konan Bedie has appealed to the opposition parties 
to suspend their demonstrations scheduled for today. 
Mr. Bedie, who urged the whole population to prevent 
disorder by refusing to obey the opposition orders, — 
invited the opposition, once again, to meet with him 
today. is that necessary? This is a question Patrick 
Bibane asked Ben Soumahoro, spokesman of the Rally 
of Republicans: 


{Begin recording) [Soumahoro] We have not yet had 
the time and even the opportunity to meet on this 
proposal made by President Bedie. The proposal was 
made yesterday evening and we heard it in the televised 
newscast. On the one hand, I do not think this is the best 
way of inviting people for discussions. On the other 
hand, the discussions with the government broke down 
because the government was absolutely not ready to 
make any concessions and since we had the impression 
that they were only trying to gain time, if the collective 
did not succeed in sending us back to the discussion 
table, I do not see how we could go and meet Mr. Bedie. 


[Bibane) Well, there is uncertainty about this appeal 
by President Bedie, but what do you propose as a 
compromise? 

(Soumahoro] Before reaching a compromise, we must 
have the time to sit down and talk. We have simply been 
proposing to the government, right from the beginning, 
to let us sit down and talk in an atmosphere of serenity. 
We cannot continue to sit down to talk while the 
Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire — the government 
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for that matter — continues its electoral campaign 
inexorably and does not take into account the fact that 
the only decision that can reestablish calm immediately 
is to postpone the elections. We are simply asking for 
one thing: The elections must be postponed so that we 
can sit down serenely to hold discussions on all issues 
of concern. This is all that we are asking for. [end 
recording) 


Some Districts Deserted; Clashes in Others 


ABI610102495 Abidjan Radio Nostalgie in French 
1000 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The government has called 
for calm, but the Republican Front has maintained 
its call for demonstrations. While some districts of 
Abidjan look deserted, there have already been clashes 
between demonstrators and security forces in others, 
such as Treichville — for instance on 12th Street. In 
the same district, a bus was virtually burned down 
while a man and a woman were injured; while on 
Nana Yamousso Boulevard, four articulated buses were 


damaged according to first reports reaching us. 


Niger 
Defense Minister Confirms Clashes With Rebels 


AB1310155195 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 13 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] There were clashes yesterday 
between soldiers of the National Armed Forces and 
fighters of the rebel movement led by Mano Dayak. The 
information was confirmed this morning by National 
Defense Minister Mahamane Doby who, as he said, 
wants to give this clarification on radio as transparently 
as possible. Here is Minister Doby: 


(Begin recording] [Doby] This, indeed, is a move to 
ensure transparency. It is not an attempt to misuse 
the airwaves to create a sensation, for you will agree 
with me that the military code of ethics of a regular 
Army demands that we steer clear of media scoops to 
avoid publicity at all costs. Nonetheless, in the case of 
‘major events, we will not hesitate to give the correct 
information to the entire Niger people whose legitimate 
defenders we remain. 


So, as far as I know — and having made the above 
observation — we do recognize the Armed Resistance 
Organization [ORA) but we do not recognize outlawed 
fighters. You will also agree wi‘n us that it is only the 
ORA which is signatory to this agreement, and that the 
ORA, for the moment, is trying to respect it. 

This incident occurred by accident between our soldiers, 


who were on normal patrol duties, and a number of 
Outlaws belonging to the Saharan Revolutionary Armed 
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Front and the People’s Army for the Liberation of the 
North which, I am told, are close to Mano’s movement. 
Mano, however, has denounced the agreement between 
the government and the ORA. He has nothing to do with 


this agreement. 


We cannot honor the agreement by paying attention 
to Mano’s gesticulations. We are rightly treating this 
incident as one by outlaws. I repeat that the encounter 
was fortuitous but Mano 1 :ferred to an attack. We leave 
him with the responsibility of considering this incident 
as an attack — this surprise encounter with the fighters 
which occurred some hundreds of km away in a locality 
between Libya and Algeria in a [word indistinct] — but 
the people of Niger must know that only the ORA is 
part of this agreement. We recognize the ORA and not 
the outlawed fighters. This attack took place far away 
from the base used by ORA fighters — far from Air. 
(end recording] 


[Announcer] What was the outcome of these clashes? 
Let us listen once again to National Defense Minister 
Mahamane Doby. 


| {Begin recording] [Doby] For our part, we have nothing 


to hide from the people of Niger. Since we have a 
military administration, we can account for our men. Up 
until now, there has been no casualty within our ranks. 
Let Mano give his figures. We do not have the same 
notion of casualty figures as Mano since we count our 
men, and we have the addresses of persons to contact 
in the case of any deaths. 


(Unicentified correspondent] Mr. Minister, did people 
really die on both sides? Were deaths registered on both 
sides? 

{[Doby] At this present moment, as I talk to you, we 
have not recorded any dead. 


[Correspondent] What about the side of the rebels? 


[Doby] On the rebel side, I am telling you that it is 
up to them to declare their dead. That is not our duty. 
Our aim is to neutralize and, if possible, destroy the 
outlaws. Now, it is up to him to know what damage he 
has suffered. It does not come in line with our victory. 
(end recording) 


Rebel Leader Dayak on Fighting 
AB1310165095 London BBC World Service 


in English 1505 GMT 13 Oct 95 
(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Getting a peace agreement that 
is at stake in Niger between the government in Niamey 
and Tuareg rebels seems to be next to impossible. As 
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In the Niger capital, Niamey, the minister of defense, 
Retired Colonel Mahamane Doby, told a correspondent 
for the BBC that clashes had taken place between the 
government security forces and the CRA. He said there 
had been no casualties on the government side, but he 
could not say whether there had been casualties on the 
CRA side or not. Asked why the CRA movement had 


Faso — two of the mediators of the peace process — of 


the dangers of proceeding with a peace process in which 
one part of the Tuareg rebellion was marginalized. [end 
recording] 


Nigeria 


No Special Treatment Given to VIP Prisoners 


ABI510171395 Paris AFP in English 
1611 GMT 15 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Lagos, 15 Oct (AFP) — 
There will be no preferential treatment for former 
head of state Olusegun Obasanjo, his deputy General 
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua and other important political 
personalities serving jail sentences, the minister of 
internal affairs was quoted Sunday [15 October] as 
saying. 


The move will apply to Chief Moshood Abiola, widely 
believed to have won June 12, 1993 presidential elec- 
tions. The imprisoned figures will be subjected to the 
same conditions as other prison inmates, newspaper re- 
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ports here quoted Alhaji Baba Gana Kingibe as saying 
Friday in Kaduna, northern Nigeria. 


Kingibe, whose ministry is in charge of all the nation’s 
prisons, was the running mate of Chief Abiola in the 
1993 presidential election, annulled by the military. 
Abiola, a millionaire politician, was detained on charges 
of treason following his self-declaration as president of 
the nation on the basis of that election. 


Kingibe told journalists that as far as he was concerned 
all offenders, convicted and sent to prison, would be 


treated equally, the reports said. 


Kingibe, a former diplomat and minister of foreign 
affairs, is generally believed to owe his rise and success 
in partisan politics to General Yar’Adua, now serving 
a 25-year jail term over his alleged involvement in last 
March's failed coup plot. He was initially sentenced to 
death by firing squad by the special military tribunal 
that tried him, but his judgment was later commuted to 
25 years’ imprisonment by the ruling junta. 


In another development, security agents Saturday 
evening aborted a seminar organised by a forum set 
up by Obasanjo. The seminar was organised under 
the aegis of the African Leadership Forum (AFL), a 
leadership training project for future African leaders, 
founded in 1988 by Obasanjo. 


Security agents entered the hall where the seminar 
was being held in Ota, 60 kilometres (40 miles) north 
of here, and ordered it stopped immediately, one of 
the organisers of the meeting told AFP Sunday in a 
telephone interview. 

The agents told the organisers that they were stopping 
the meeting, attended by about 45 participants including 
renowned Nigerian journalists and other professionals, 
because it was not "in the national interest of Nigeria.” 
The title of the seminar was "Ethics and professionalism 
in media practice in Nigeria". The three-day meeting, 
which began on Friday, was already winding up its de- 
liberations when the security agents ordered it stopped, 
said the AFL spokesman, a close aide of Obasanjo. 


General Obasanjo and 43 other civilians and soldiers 
were convicted by the military tribunal that tried them 
in secrecy over the March failed coup plot. [passage 
omitted] 
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Western Appeals for Leniency Ignored 
MS1310105895 London THE TIMES in English 
13 Oct 95 p15 


Report by Inigo Gilmore: "Nigeria Rejects Leniency 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria, brushing aside appeals 
for leniency from the West, has passed harsh sentences 
on a group of alleged coup plotters whose guilt is widely 
questioned. 


At a news conference in Abuja, the capital, Walter 
Ofonagoro, the Information Minister, announced that 
those originally sentenced to death would be jailed for 
life or 25 years. The life sentence imposed on General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, a former military head of state, was 
reduced to 15 years. 

His conviction, at a secret military trial earlier this year, 
provoked protests around the world and raised the threat 
of sanctions. In the face of growing pressure, General 
Sani Abacha, the military ruler, commuted sentences on 
the accused — 14 of whom faced execution — but did 
not specify the length of their jail terms. 


Mr Ofonagoro, detailing the sentences on 42 alleged 
plotters, had given a warning earlier that the Govern- 
ment had been generous and would not be cowed by 
threats of economic sanctions or suspension from the 
Commonwealth. 


He said three colonels and Major Akinloye Akinyemi, 
accused of leading the plot, would serve life terms. They 
were initially given death sentences. Major-General 
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua, General Obasanjo’s former 
deputy, is to serve 25 years. Beko Ransome-Kuti, leader 
of the Campaign for Democracy group, was given 15 
years. 

Critics accuse the Abacha regime of inventing the coup 
plot as a means of cracking down on pro-democracy 
Campaigners. Western diplomats, who urged the regime 
to be lenient, were fuming over the length of the 
sentences. 


Obasanjo Accuses Government of ‘Framing’ Him 
AB1410144595 Paris AFP in English 
1405 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Oct 14 (AFP) — Jailed 
former Nigerian head of state Olusegun Obasanjo broke 
his silence for the first time since his arrest four months 
ago to accuse authorities of framing him over a failed 
coup, the weekly TEMPO paper reported Saturday [14 
October]. 


In an edition headlined "I Was Framed,” the paper says 
Obasanjo, whose life term was commuted to 15 years 


FBIS-AFR-95-199 
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in prison earlier this week, told relatives that he was 
innocent of the charges. 


From his prison cell, he wrote: "It was all naked frame- 
up, satanic deceit, grievous oppression and fraudulent 
elimination of other (opposition) voices." 


The allegations of involvement in the March coup were 
made by Colonel Bello Fadile at a special military 
tribunal, but were “all lies," Obasanjo added in his letter, 
parts of which were cited by TEMPO. 


"Fadile was badly tortured and induced to get me to be 
framed up. And he confessed to that." 


Obasanjo, 60, who was head of state between 1976 and 
1979, was convicted of "concealment of treason" over 
the coup. 


Some 40 military officers and civilians were accused in 
connection with the coup. The secret trials and several 
reported death sentences sparked worldwide appeals for 
clemency. 


Fadile, who headed the Nigerian Army’s legal depart- 
ment until his arrest, was presented by military prosecu- 
tors as one of the chief instigators of the putsch against 
General Sani Abacha and his regime. 


He was one of those originally sentenced to death but 
later had his sentence commuted to life in prison. 


His fellow plotters also had their terms commuted to 
life — for those who had been sentenced to death — or 
at least 15 years in prison. 


On October 1, Nigerian television showed a video 
allegedly of a trial scene in which Fadile read a 
Statement relating how he visited Obasanjo near Otta 
in northern Nigeria to tell him of the coup preparations. 


Obasanjo could not be heard on film either confirming 
or denying the report and several Nigerian newspapers 
dismissed the film as a "montage." 


Obasanjo Transferred to Maximum Security Prison 


AB1610125095 Paris AFP in French 
1131 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Lagos, 16 Oct (AFP) — For- 
mer Nigerian Head of State General Olusegun Obasanjo, 
whose life imprisonment sentence was commuted to 15 
years by the military regime for his alleged involve- 
ment in an abortive coup d’etat, has been transferred 
to the Lagos Kirikiri Maximum Security Prison, the 
Nigerian press reported today. According to indepen- 
dent VANGUARD newspaper, whose offices are near 
the prison, the transfer of Gen. Obasanjo and most of 
the 40 other civilians and soldiers, whose sentences were 
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commuted to various terms ranging from life sentence 
to six months imprisonment, took place on 14 October. 


The prisoners were brought from various detention 
centers where they had been detained hitherto to the 
Kirikiri prison aboard two police trucks. Gen. Obasanjo, 
known for his stout structure appeared to be terribly 
lean. Dressed in a shirt and shorts, he was sent to the 
prison dispensary immediately upon arrival at Kirikiri, 
the VANGUARD stated. According to this newspaper 
and A.M. NEWS, the bringing together of the convicts 
at the Kirikiri prison should be a temporary measure 
because they will later be dispersed in various prison 
centers of the country. 


In a letter, which he succeeded in sending to his rela- 
tives, extracts of which were published last week by the 


WEST AFRICA 29 


weekly TEMPO newspaper, Gen. Obasanjo reiterated 
his innocence and claimed that he was "framed." The 
general claimed that the charges made against him by 
one of the alleged "plotters", Colonel Bello Fadile, de- 
scribed by the authorities as the brain behind plot, were 
snatched from him through "torture." The independent 
daily TELL newspaper, today published detailed reve- 
lations from Gen. Obasanjo. 


A total of 41 civilians and soldiers, including four 
journalists and Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, president of 
the Campaign for Democracy, whose sentences were 
commuted are to serve sentences ranging from life 
imprisonment to six months in prison. 
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